
Previously, 
In the Mueller Report...



VOLUME I
Russian “Active Measures” via Social Media

The Russian org, IRA (Internet Research Agency):

● Used social media in attempt to influence U.S. Elections.
● Recruited U.S. persons to organize pro-Trump rallies. 

Members of Trump campaign:

● Engaged with IRA-controlled social media accounts, 
spreading their disinformation.



VOLUME I
Russian “Hacking & Dumping”

The GRU (similar to the KGB):
● Hacked Clinton Campaign, DNC, and DCCC email accounts.
● Disseminated this data via DCLeaks, Guccifer 2.0, and WikiLeaks.

The Trump Campaign:
● Displayed an interest in the WikiLeaks releases. 

The DOJ: 
● Indicted GRU officers for election-related hacking.



VOLUME I
Russian Contacts with Trump Campaign

Candidate Trump, assisted by Michael Cohen, pursued the Trump 
Tower Moscow project well into the summer of 2016.

George Papadopoulos was told of "dirt" on Hillary Clinton.

Trump Campaign members met with Russian attorney in Trump 
Tower for “dirt” on Hillary Clinton.

Paul Manafort, who had extensive ties to the Ukraine and Russia, 
was hired as Trump campaign chairman.



VOLUME I
Russian Contacts with Trump Campaign (CONT)

Immediately after election, Russian officials and businessmen began 
trying to make inroads with the administration.

Putin attempted to set up back channel communications with the Trump 
admin via members of the "oligarchs," a group of wealthy Russian 
businessmen.

Michael Flynn negotiated with Ambassador Kislyak so Russia would not 
retaliate against sanctions placed by the Obama administration.



VOLUME I
Prosecution and Declination Decisions

Federal grand jury in D.C. indicted 13 Russian nationals and three Russian 
entities.

The Office did not charge any individual associated with the Trump 
Campaign with conspiracy to commit a federal offense arising from Russia 
contacts.

The Office determined that certain individuals (Flynn, Cohen, Manafort) 
lied to investigators about Campaign contacts with Russia and took other 
actions to interfere with the investigation.



VOLUME II

OBSTRUCTION INVESTIGATION



VOLUME II
Considerations That Guided the Investigation

1. The Special Counsel did 
NOT make a traditional 
prosecutorial judgment:

“[T]he indictment or criminal 
prosecution of a sitting 
President would 
impermissibly undermine the 
capacity of the executive 
branch to perform its 
constitutionally assigned 
functions" in violation of "the 
constitutional separation of 
powers." - OLC Opinion

2. The OLC opinion also 
recognized: 

● A criminal investigation 
is permissible.

● A president does NOT 
have immunity after he 
leaves office.

● Individuals other than 
the president may be 
prosecuted at this time 
if they have committed 
an offense.

3. Special Counsel chose certain 
investigative process b/c: 

● OLC opinion prevented 
charges against the 
President.

● President would have no 
opportunity for “public 
name-clearing” before an 
impartial adjudicator.

● Difficult to preserve secrecy 
of a sealed indictment 

● Charges could “imperil the 
President’s ability to govern.”



“[I]f we had confidence after a thorough investigation of the facts that the President 
clearly did not commit obstruction of justice, we would so state. Based on the 
facts and the applicable legal standards, however, we are unable to reach that 
judgment. The evidence we obtained about the President's actions and intent 
presents difficult issues that prevent us from conclusively determining that no criminal 
conduct occurred. Accordingly, while this report does not conclude that the President 

committed a crime, it also does not exonerate him.” (Emphasis added.)

VOLUME II
Considerations That Guided the Investigation



VOLUME II
3 Elements Common to Obstruction Statutes

An Obstructive Act

“Reaches all corrupt 
conduct capable of 
producing an effect that 
prevents justice from 
being duly administered, 
regardless of the means 
employed.”

Nexus to an Official 
Proceeding

The government must 
demonstrate “a relationship 
in time, causation, or logic” 
between the obstructive act 
and the proceeding or 
inquiry to be obstructed.

Corrupt Intent

Acting “knowingly and 
dishonestly” or “with an 
improper motive.”



VOLUME II
Additional Obstruction Statute Considered

Witness Tampering

To “knowingly use intimidation … 
or corruptly persuade another person,” 

with the intent to “influence, delay, or prevent 
the testimony of any person in an official proceeding.”



VOLUME II
Obstruction Related Events

● Trump continues to deny his connections with Russia.
● Michael Flynn lies about his discussions about sanctions with 

Ambassador Kislyak.
● President asks K.T. McFarland to write statement denying he directed 

Flynn’s discussion with Kislyak (she does not write one).
● Jeff Sessions recuses himself from overseeing the Special Counsel’s 

investigation.
● President asks intelligence community leaders to make public 

statements that he has no connections to Russia.
● Trump asks Comey to “lift the cloud” created by the Russia 

investigation.



Harm to Ongoing Matter (HOM)
Information that pertains to ongoing investigations stemming from 
special counsel’s original probe. 

Investigative Techniques 
Information that would disclose secret intelligence sources and methods.

Personal Privacy
Information that could be damning to “peripheral third parties” - 
specifically unindicted individuals.

Grand Jury 
Material collected in grand jury interviews with witnesses. Used to protect 
secrecy of federal investigations and people under investigation not 
charged with a crime.

Redactions Defined...
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VOLUME II
Analysis of Evidence in Each Section

An Obstructive Act

“Reaches all corrupt 
conduct capable of 
producing an effect that 
prevents justice from 
being duly administered, 
regardless of the means 
employed.”

Nexus to an Official 
Proceeding

The government must 
demonstrate “a relationship 
in time, causation, or logic” 
between the obstructive act 
and the proceeding or 
inquiry to be obstructed.

Corrupt Intent

Acting “knowingly and 
dishonestly” or “with an 
improper motive.”



EVENTS LEADING UP 
TO AND SURROUNDING 
THE TERMINATION OF 
FBI DIRECTOR COMEY



Donald J. Trump Jeff Sessions

In this section:

Sergey Kislyak

Donald McGahnRod Rosenstein

Reince Priebus Dana Boente

James Comey

Andrew McCabe

Jody Hunt

Utlam Dhillon Sergey Lavrov



The act of firing James Comey.

The President’s drafted letter.

Notes taken by witnesses during conversations with the 
President (by Jody Hunt, Don McGahn, Andrew McCabe).

The President’s statement during the Lester Holt Interview.

EVIDENCE



1. Obstructive Act
Firing Comey + public statements 

about it

ANALYSIS

2. Nexus to a Proceeding
DNC hacking investigation

3. Intent
President’s motive to protect himself from 

personal & political consequences





THE PRESIDENT’S 
EFFORTS TO REMOVE 

THE SPECIAL 
COUNSEL



EVIDENCE

The President’s reaction to the appointment of the Special Counsel

The President attempts, multiple times, to assert the SC has “conflicts of 
interest” and should be removed.

The President tweets criticisms of the investigation.

The President directs Don McGahn to have the SC removed (McGahn does 
not do so).



ANALYSIS

1. Obstructive Act

2. Nexus to a Proceeding

3. Intent



THE PRESIDENT’S 
EFFORTS TO CURTAIL 

THE SPECIAL COUNSEL 
INVESTIGATION



EVIDENCE

Trump attempts to have Sessions limit 
investigation to “future” elections only, via 
Corey Lewandowski.

Trump publicly criticizes Sessions in a 
New York Times interview.

Trump demands the resignation of Jeff 
Sessions. 

Corey Lewandowski



ANALYSIS

1. Obstructive Act

2. Nexus to a Proceeding

3. Intent



“Substantial evidence indicates that 
the President’s effort to have 
Sessions limit the scope of the 
Special Counsel’s investigation to 
future election interference was 
intended to prevent further 
investigative scrutiny of the 
President’s and his campaign’s 
conduct.”



THE PRESIDENT’S EFFORTS TO 
PREVENT DISCLOSURE OF 

EMAILS ABOUT THE JUNE 9TH 
MEETING BETWEEN RUSSIANS 

AND SENIOR CAMPAIGN 
OFFICIALS



EVIDENCE

Trump becomes aware of emails setting up 
the June 27th Trump Tower meeting.

Trump directs communications staff to not 
publicly disclose information about the 
Trump Tower meeting.

Trump directs Don Jr.’s response about the 
meeting to state it is only about Russian 
adoption and not to mention the “dirt” on 
Hillary Clinton. Donald Trump Jr. 





ANALYSIS

1. Obstructive Act

2. Nexus to a Proceeding

3. Intent



THE PRESIDENT’S 
FURTHER EFFORTS TO 
HAVE THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL TAKE OVER 
THE INVESTIGATION



EVIDENCE

Trump attempts to have Jeff Session reverse his recusal (several 
times), so that Sessions can: 

Supervise the Special Counsel’s investigation in a way that 
would “limit its scope”.

Order an investigation of Hillary Clinton.



ANALYSIS

1. Obstructive Act

2. Nexus to a Proceeding

3. Intent



“There is evidence that at least one purpose of the 
President's conduct toward Sessions was to have 
Sessions assume control over the Russia investigation 
and supervise it in a way that would restrict its scope.”

Pg. 112



THE PRESIDENT 
ORDERS MCGAHN TO 

DENY THAT THE 
PRESIDENT TRIED TO 

FIRE THE SPECIAL 
COUNSEL



EVIDENCE

Press reports Trump attempted to have Don McGahn fire the 
Special Counsel. 

McGahn considers resigning rather than doing so.

Trump’s personal counsel calls McGahn to convince him to put 
out a statement denying he was asked to fire the Special 
Counsel.



ANALYSIS

1. Obstructive Act

2. Nexus to a Proceeding

3. Intent



“Substantial evidence indicates that in repeatedly urging 
McGahn to dispute that he was ordered to have the 
Special Counsel terminated, the President acted for the 
purpose of influencing McGahn's account in order to 
deflect or prevent further scrutiny of the President's 
conduct towards the investigation.” 

Pg. 120



THE PRESIDENT’S 
CONDUCT TOWARDS 
FLYNN, MANAFORT, 

REDACTED





EVIDENCE

Conduct directed at Michael Flynn

Conduct directed at Paul Manafort

Redacted (harm to ongoing matter)
Paul Manafort







ANALYSIS

1. Obstructive Act

2. Nexus to a Proceeding

3. Intent







END OF TONIGHT’S READING!



NEXT & FINAL READING!!!
Sunday, August 11th 5:30pm - 9pm
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