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Vol I. Part II 
Russian “Active Measures” Social Media Campaign

Summary

● The IRA used social media to attempt to influence U.S. 
Elections.

● The IRA recruited U.S. persons to organize pro-Trump 
rallies across the U.S.

● The Trump campaign engaged with IRA-controlled social 
media accounts.



VOL I. Part III
Russian Hacking & Dumping Operations

Summary
 
● The GRU hacked into email accounts in the Clinton 

campaign, the DNC, and the DCCC.
● The GRU disseminated this data through DCLeaks, 

Guccifer 2.0, and WikiLeaks.
● The Trump campaign displayed an interest in the 

WikiLeaks releases. 
● Evidence was sufficient to indict GRU officers for their 

roles in election-related hacking.



VOL I. Part IV (Section A)
Russian Government Links to & Contacts with The Trump 

Administration (Campaign Period)

Summary

● President Trump, assisted by Michael Cohen, pursued the 
Trump Tower Moscow project, well into the summer of 2016.

● George Papadopoulos was told of "dirt" on Hillary Clinton.
● Trump Campaign representatives met with a Russian 

attorney in Trump Tower for information on Hillary Clinton.
● Paul Manafort, who had extensive previous ties to the 

Ukraine and Russia, was hired as Trump campaign chairman.



VOL I. Part IV (Section B)
Post-Election and Transition-Period Contacts

Summary
● As soon as news broke that Trump had been elected President, 

Russian government officials and prominent Russian businessmen 
began trying to make inroads with the administration.

● Putin used members of the "oligarchs," a group of wealthy Russian 
businessmen, to try to set up a back channel between Russia and 
the Trump administration.

● Michael Flynn and Ambassador Kislyak negotiated that Russia 
would not retaliate against sanctions placed by the Obama 
administration.



VOL I. Part V
Prosecution and Declination Decisions

Summary 
● On February 16, 2018, a federal grand jury in the District of 

Columbia returned an indictment charging 13 Russian nationals 
and three Russian entities.

● The Office did not charge any individual associated with the Trump 
Campaign with conspiracy to commit a federal offense arising from 
Russia contacts.

● The Office determined that certain individuals associated with the 
Campaign lied to investigators about Campaign contacts with 
Russia and took other actions to interfere with the investigation.



Harm to Ongoing Matter (HOM)
Information that pertains to ongoing investigations stemming from 
special counsel’s original probe. 

Investigative Techniques 
Information that would disclose secret intelligence sources and methods.

Personal Privacy
Information that could be damning to “peripheral third parties” - 
specifically unindicted individuals.

Grand Jury 
Material collected in grand jury interviews with witnesses. Used to protect 
secrecy of federal investigations and people under investigation not 
charged with a crime.

Redactions Defined...
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VOL. II
INTRODUCTION



Considerations That Guided the Investigation

First

The Special Counsel determined to NOT make a traditional prosecutorial judgment, 
due to the OLC’s opinion that: 

“[T]he indictment or criminal prosecution of a sitting President would 
impermissibly undermine the capacity of the executive branch to perform its 
constitutionally assigned functions" in violation of "the constitutional separation 
of powers."



Considerations That Guided the Investigation

Second

Though a sitting president may not be prosecuted, the OLC opinion also 
recognizes: 

● A criminal investigation is permissible.
● A president does NOT have immunity after he leaves office.
● Individuals other than the president may be prosecuted at this time if they have 

committed an offense.



Considerations That Guided the Investigation

Third

The Special Counsel determined NOT to apply an investigative approach that could 
potentially result in a judgment that the President committed crimes, because: 

● No charges could be brought against the President (due to the OLC opinion)
● Therefore, the President would have no opportunity for “public name-clearing” 

before an impartial adjudicator.
● It would be very difficult to preserve a sealed indictment’s secrecy until the end 

of the term. 
● Therefore, it could “imperil the President’s ability to govern.”



Considerations That Guided the Investigation

Fourth

“[I]f we had confidence after a thorough investigation of the facts that the President 
clearly did not commit obstruction of justice, we would so state. Based on the 
facts and the applicable legal standards, however, we are unable to reach that 
judgment. The evidence we obtained about the President's actions and intent 
presents difficult issues that prevent us from conclusively determining that no criminal 
conduct occurred. Accordingly, while this report does not conclude that the President 

committed a crime, it also does not exonerate him.” (Emphasis added.)



VOL. II
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



FACTUAL RESULTS OF 
THE OBSTRUCTION 

INVESTIGATION





Key Issues & Events Examined in the 
Investigation

● The Campaign’s response to reports about Russian support for Trump
● Conduct involving FBI Director Comey and Michael Flynn
● The President’s reaction to the continuing Russia investigation
● The President’s termination of Comey
● The appointment of a Special Counsel and efforts to remove him
● Efforts to curtail the Special Counsel’s investigation
● Efforts to prevent public disclosure of evidence
● Further efforts to have the Attorney General take control of the investigation
● Efforts to have McGahn deny that the President had ordered him to have the 

Special Counsel removed
● Conduct towards Flynn, Manafort, harm to ongoing matter
● Conduct involving Michael Cohen





Donald J. Trump

Michael Flynn K.T. 
McFarland

Jeff Sessions

Corey 
Lewandowski

Michael Cohen Donald 
Trump Jr. 



Statutory and Constitutional Defenses
“We concluded that none of those legal defenses provided a basis for declining 
to investigate the facts.”

Statutory Defenses: 
● 18 U.S.C. §§ 1503, 1505, 1512(b)(3), 1512(c)(2)

Constitutional Defenses: 
“The separation-of-powers doctrine authorizes Congress to protect official 
proceedings, including those of courts and grand juries, from corrupt, obstructive 
acts regardless of their source.”





PART I
BACKGROUND LEGAL 

AND 
EVIDENTIARY 
PRINCIPLES



3 Elements Common to Obstruction Statutes

An Obstructive Act

“Reaches all corrupt conduct capable of producing an effect 
that prevents justice from being duly administered, regardless 
of the means employed.”



3 Elements Common to Obstruction Statutes

Nexus to a Pending or Contemplated Official Proceeding

I.e., some connection to an official proceeding.

The government must demonstrate “a relationship in time, 
causation, or logic” between the obstructive act and the 
proceeding or inquiry to be obstructed.



3 Elements Common to Obstruction Statutes

Corrupt Intent

Acting “knowingly and dishonestly” or “with an improper 
motive.”



Additional Statute Considered

Witness Tampering

To “knowingly use intimidation … or corruptly persuade another 
person,” with the intent to “influence, delay, or prevent the 
testimony of any person in an official proceeding.”



Investigative and Evidentiary Considerations

Events relating to potential issues of Obstruction of Justice: 

● January 27, 2017 dinner w/ James Comey where President asked for his 
“loyalty.”

● February 14, 2017 meeting w/ James Comey where President asked him to not 
pursue investigation of Michael Flynn.

● The President’s private request to Comey to state publicly he was not the 
subject of an FBI investigation.

● The President’s outreach to directors of security agencies about the FBI Russia 
investigation.

● The President’s stated rationale for firing James Comey.
● The President’s involvement in the statement about the Trump Tower Meeting 

that omitted the offer of “dirt” about HRC.





PART II
FACTUAL RESULTS 

OF THE 
OBSTRUCTION 
INVESTIGATION



Section A
The Campaign's Response to Reports 

About Russian Support for Trump

Key Events: 

● July 22, 2016: WikiLeaks posts thousands of hacked DNC documents 
the day before the convention. The Trump Campaign is enthusiastic.

● July 27, 2016: Trump says, "Russia , if you're listening , I hope you're able 
to find the 30,000 emails that are missing."

● October 7, 2016: WikiLeaks releases first set of emails stolen from 
Clinton Campaign chairman John Podesta.

● December 29, 2016:  The Obama Administration announces sanctions 
in response to Russian cyber operations aimed at the U.S. election.







Section B
The President's Conduct Concerning 

the Investigation of Michael Flynn

Key Events: 

● January 12, 2017: The Washington Post reports that Flynn and Kislyak 
communicated on the day the Obama Administration announced the 
Russia sanctions.

● January 26, 2017: Acting Attorney General Sally Yates informs White 
House Counsel Donald McGahn that the public statements made by 
the Vice President denying that Flynn and Kislyak discussed sanctions 
were not true.

● January 27, 2017: President Trump tells Comey, "I need loyalty, I expect 
loyalty."



Section B
The President's Conduct Concerning 

the Investigation of Michael Flynn

Key Events (cont): 

● February 9, 2017: The Washington Post reports that Flynn discussed 
sanctions with Kislyak the month before the President took office.

● February 12, 2017: Flynn tells President Trump he may have forgotten 
details, but did not lie to the Vice President.

● February 13, 2017: Priebus tells Flynn he has to resign.
● February 14, 2017: The President tells Comey, "I hope you can see your 

way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go."



Michael Flynn
National Security Advisor
(Jan. 23, 2017 - Feb. 13, 2017)

James Comey
Director of FBI
(2013-2017)

Sergey Kislyak
Russian Ambassador to the United 
States (2008 - 2017)

K.T. McFarland
Deputy National Security Advisor
(May 2017- Feb. 2018)

Reince Priebus
White House Chief of Staff
(Jan. 20, 2017 - July 31, 2017)

Donald McGahn
White House Counsel for U.S. President 
Trump (2017-2018)



18 U.S.C § 953

A United States federal law that criminalizes negotiation by unauthorized persons with 
foreign governments having a dispute with the United States. 

The intent behind the Act is to prevent unauthorized negotiations from undermining the 
government's position.

THE LOGAN ACT



Making False Statements

Prohibits knowingly and willfully making false or fraudulent statements, or concealing 
information, in "any matter within the jurisdiction" of the federal government of the 
United States, even by merely denying guilt when asked by a federal agent.

18 U.S.C. §  1001 



Section C
The President's Reaction to Public Confirmation 

of the FBI's Russia Investigation

Key Events: 

● March 2, 2017: Sessions recuses himself from the investigation.
● March 9, 2017: Comey briefing attendee notes, "Need binders to put in 

front of POTUS. (1) All things related to Russia."
● March 20, 2017: Comey publicly discloses the existence of the FBI's 

Russia investigation, but does not explicitly state that the president is 
not under investigation.

● March 30 and April 11: Against the advice of White House advisors, the 
President personally reaches out to Comey asking him to "lift the 
cloud" of the Russia investigation.



Jeff Sessions
Attorney General of the U.S. 
(2017 - 2018)

James Comey
Director of FBI (2013-2017)

Donald McGahn
White House Counsel for U.S. President 
Trump (2017-2018)

Dana Boente
Acting Attorney General for Russia 
investigation (2017)

Mike Pompeo
Director of CIA (2017-2018)



END OF TONIGHT’S READING!



NEXT TIME...
Sunday, August 4th 5:30pm - 9pm
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